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Stay and Pray — Advent

Thank you so much for joining us for Stay and Pray during this second week of Advent. Your presence,
prayers, and willingness to pause amid the busyness of the season made it even more special.

Advent invites us to slow down, reflect, and prepare our hearts with hope—and having you pray alongside
your children makes this journey even more meaningful. We are grateful for your continued support and
for the faith-filled example you set for our school community.

Thank you again for taking the time to be with us.
Wishing you a peaceful and hope-filled Advent.

Rainbow Hub — Christmas Tree

Appeal

Our Stewards of the Earth are excited to share
that they have launched this year’s Rainbow Hub
Christmas Tree Appeal.

This wonderful initiative supports the work of
Rainbow Hub while also helping families recycle
their real Christmas trees in an environmentally
friendly way. The appeal is simple:

You make a donation to Rainbow Hub, and in
return, their team will collect and recycle your
Christmas tree for you.

It's an easy, eco-friendly way to dispose of your RECYCLE YOUR
tree after Christmas while supporting a local

charity that provides vital services to children and CHRISTMAS TREE

. . g Rainbow Hub will collect & recycle your real
young pe0p|e with disabilities. Christmas tree to save you time & hassle

Collecting Friday 9th - Sunday 11th January 2026
H To book your tree collection, and help Rainbow Hub to raise funds to brighten
If you WOUld llke to take pa_rt’ please |00k OUt for the lives of children with disabilities, please scan the QR code or visit:
the information leaflet coming home with your https://www.rainbowhub.org/event/christmas-tree-collection/
Chlld, or VISIt the ||nk pro\”ded. Thank youl as We will be collecting trees in the following postcode areas
. . PR1, PR2, PR4, PRS, PR6, PR7, PR8, PR9, PR25, PR26, WN6, WNS, L39, L40, BL6
always, for your generosity and for supporting our

Stewards of the Earth in their mission to care for B [ sPARID) 186hr

our community and our planet.
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We're really excited to share some lovely news with you—Miss Saura is
expecting a baby! We're all absolutely thrilled for her.

It feels extra special to share this happy news at this time of year. Advent
and Christmas are all about hope, joy, and looking forward to new
beginnings, so it couldn’t be a more perfect moment.

I know you will join me in sending Miss Saura and her partner, lots of love Y
and best wishes at this special time. A ey —

St. Joseph’s Posada — Travelling Crib

What is Posada? Posada is an old Mexican tradition where young
people, dressed as Mary and Joseph, travelled from house to house
asking for a room for the night and telling people about the imminent
arrival of Jesus in the weeks leading up to Christmas. On Christmas
Eve they would visit the local church to re-enact the nativity and place
figures of Mary and Joseph in a crib.

At St. Joseph’s, we would like to invite you as families to share in this
tradition. Each day, we will choose a different member of the class to
take home our Posada. They will bring home a bag containing the
nativity characters, a prayer, candle and a story book about the

Christmas Story. We would like you to use the figures to retell the
Christmas story and share a prayer together as a family to take a quiet
moment in what can be such a busy time of year. Please take photographs of your time with the Posada
and send it to your child’s teacher on Dojo. The class teacher may then share this with the class the next
day. Please then return the Posada so that the next family can share in this special tradition. Let’s see if
the Posada can make it to every family in school!

Father Peter has also asked for children to bring their figurines of Baby Jesus from their home nativity
scenes to Mass on Sunday so that they can be blessed.

Tesco Stronger Starts Update

We are delighted to share that our school came third in the recent Tesco
Stronger Starts competition for digital resources! A huge thank you to all
our families and community members who supported us by voting. Your
involvement has made a real difference, and we are grateful for your
continued enthusiasm.

Although we did not secure the top spot this time, we are pleased with pbet
our achievement and the recognition it brings to our school. We are :
excited to let you know that a new campaign will be launched in the New
Year, giving us another opportunity to gain valuable resources for our

pupils.

We will share more information as soon as it becomes available. Thank you once again for your support!




Safer Parking Campaign

We kindly ask all parents and carers to support us in keeping our pupils safe by avoiding parking on the
yellow lines outside school. We have recently received several reports of unsafe parking at drop-off and
pick-up times, and this raises real concerns for the safety of our children and families.

To help improve visibility and reduce congestion, we will now be placing Safer Parking cones along the
yellow lines. These cones act as a reminder that these areas must remain clear to ensure everyone can
cross safely.

As part of our commitment to road safety, the school is also delivering the Right Start Pedestrian Training,
which teaches children how to cross roads safely and make sensible choices near traffic. Your support in
modelling safe behaviour around the school gates is an important part of this learning.

We would also like to make families aware that Lancashire County Council currently has a vacancy for a
School Crossing Patrol. If you, or someone you know, may be interested in this role, please contact the
council for further information.

In the new year, we are working with Lancashire’s Safer Parking Team to ensure that our school crossings
are safe for all.

Thank you for working with us to keep our school community safe. Your cooperation makes a big
difference.

Have you considered:

School

If you have a parking concern outside

Walking or cycling to school instead? of your school report it to -

This is a great way to contribute to parking@lancashire.gov.uk P

a child’s 60 minutes of activity a day 4 a r kl n g
and is easy to incorporate into your For more informauon on this leaflet

daily routine. Try it once a week at please email the Road Safety Team at

first and see how easy it can be. roadsafetyeducation@lancashire.gov.uk

Parking nearby or getting off the bus
two stops earlier and walking the rest
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of the way. If you live too far away

to walk or need your car for your Better .
commute to work you can still walk Health healtl'"er
part of the way. Adults in England

should aim to take part in at least famllles
150 minutes of moderate intensity Sign up at
physical activity each week. nhs.uk/betterhealth

Car sharing is a great way to reduce

congestion and save you pennies.
= Team up with other parents or carers

who live nearby- share the cost and

T
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Attendance Matters

Our attendance for the latest week is 96.5%, which is 3% higher than the national average for primary
schools (93.5%). Although this is a positive result, our attendance has dropped slightly by 2.3% compared
with previous weeks.

Good attendance is vital for children’s learning, confidence, and progress. Even a small nhumber of missed
days can make it harder for pupils to keep up with their work and routines.

We kindly ask all parents and carers to continue supporting us by ensuring children attend school every
day, on time, unless they are genuinely unwell. Your support makes a real difference to their success and
wellbeing.

Attendance breakdown Year To Date 25 Aug 25 - 05 Dec 25
Pupil Groups Pupils All Reception  Year1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year &
Al Crt o7 5L o7 5 o8 0n 57 20 5@ 1 o5, 74 58.0
14 0%
LATEST WEEK ~
My School Primary National Difference
96.5% 93.5% 3%

Advent Prayer

Loving God,
As we light the candles of Advent,
help us to prepare our hearts for the coming of your Son, Jesus.
Fill our school and our homes with hope, peace, joy, and love.
Guide us to be kind to one another,
to share with those in need,
and to walk in your light each day.
May this Advent season draw us closer to you
as we wait with faith and gratitude for the birth of Christ.
Amen.
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