St. Joseph’s ‘Fantastic Five’ Reading Book Spine

In his book ‘Reading Reconsidered’, Doug Lemov points out that there are five types of texts that children should have access to in order to

successfully navigate reading with confidence. These are complex beyond a lexical level and demand more from the reader than other types of books.

The idea is that in each year, a child will cover all 5 plagues of reading so that, by the time they reach year 6 and beyond, they have a good
understanding of all of them and are able to access the more complex books expected of them in secondary schools

Archaic Texts

Non- Linear Sequencing

Narratively Complex

Symbolic Texts

Resistant Texts

Texts that were written
between 50-100 years
ago, whose vocabulary,
syntax and context for
culture are more

Texts where time tends
to leap around and
double back on itself.

The narrator can

sometimes be unreliable;

at times there may be

more than one narrator.

Some texts use

metaphor and images
whilst others convey an
allgorical meaning.

These texts are deliberatly
difficult to comprehend.
The reader has to
assemble meaning
around nuances, hints

complex than modern and clues.
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EXPLORER

A VERY EXCITING
ADVENTURE STORY - | LOVED IT"

Jecqueline Wilson.
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All mimay were the borogaves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son!
The jaws that bite, the claws that catchl
Beware the Jubjub bied, and shua

The frumious Bandersnatch!™

He 1aok his vorpal sword in hand.
Long time the manxome foe he sought—
S0 tedisd he by the Tumiym tiee
And sto0d awhile in thought.
And, s I uifish thought he stood,
The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffTing through the tulgey wood,
‘And burbled as it came!

k and thraugh
snackl”

e left it dead, and with its head
He weat galumphing back.




